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Exquisite Corpse. 
 

This activity is a method of collectively assembling a group of words or images.  Collaborators 
add their contribution to a visual or written composition.  Sometimes there are rules to follow or 
participants are allowed to see a small amount of the pervious contributor’s drawing or words.  

The resulting work is known as the Exquisite Corpse.  
 
Background. 
 

Surrealist artists developed this 
technique in 1925.  They felt that 
creativity has the potential to be a 
shared experience.  The idea is that 
through the players collective 
unconscious, they will produce a written 
or visual work with deep emotional 
meaning. 
 

It is similar to a parlor game in which 
players would write on a piece of paper, 
fold the paper to hide part of what s/he 
wrote and pass it to the next player so 
each one may add his/her contribution.   
  

 
Activity.  
 

Determine if the class will be creating written or visual works. 

 Divide the class into groups of three.   
 

 Hand out a piece of paper to each student and have them fold it in thirds. 
 

 Explain the ‘rules’ (For example, creating a person, Round 1 - each student will draw the 
head, fold the paper just so there is a little piece showing for the next person to connect 
the torso in Round 2, and Round 3 the legs and feet are added. At the end of each 
round, students pass the composition to their right). 

 

 Give each round a set amount of time for the students to create their contribution to the 
composition.   

 

 After the 3rd round, reveal the entire works and share with the class.  Each group will 
have three compositions to share. 

 

Variations. 
 Photography 

 Poetry – (Adjective, Noun, Verb, Adjective, Noun formula) 

 Use specific colors (warm, cool, tones of brown, etc) 

 Use specific shapes or line 
  

 

Exquisite Corpse 
Workshop 

Exquisite Corpse “Psyche” with Ben Pearce & Bernard Dumaine.   
Bernard completed the left side and sent to Ben with a small central 
strip revealed and the remainder of the left side hidden. 
http://www.2dvalley.com/gallery/Bernard-Dumaine/Bern_Ben  

http://www.2dvalley.com/gallery/Bernard-Dumaine/Bern_Ben

